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A Friend in the Country 


Being a Vindication of the Parliaments 
whole Proceedings this laſt Seſſion, 


With re State of the PLOT, and manner of 
its Diſcovery, 


$ I K, 


Recziv*d yours of the 2otn. inſtant, wherein I perceive ſonic diſaffected Perſon hath been 
labouring with you, to give you an evil CharaGer of this preſent Parliament ; as alſo 
to occaon in you {on J.uloviie concerning the Truth of this Plot, by reaſon of the de- 

pendance you lay it hath upon two fingle perſons Evidence, viz. Mr. Oates, and Mr. Bedlow : 
Therefore fince you are plcas'd to condeſcend f7 far as to rclic upon my poor Judgment, and 
dcetire my Opinioa in the matter, I ſhall to the beſt of my power preſent you with the ſtage 
of the Caſc. 

Tae many and great Advantegrs that of late years have accrued to the Popiſh Party, from 
the ſacceſs of the French Arms abroad, ( whereby they hoped in time of need to be affiſted 
here at home) tirft emboldned them to undertake this Dchgn, which was then on ſoot of ſubs 
verting ourReligion and Government. This made them deſpiſe and wiſh ill eq the Emperor, 
and King of Spain, became ( thovsh they were no | {s Catholick than the other ) they were 
not ſo ready at havd, nor {o necefſary for the carry? 'nag on of their Deſign, as would be Lewis 
the 14th. it he proved {accelsful : wherefors nothing could be i!l, nothing could be diſhonouw- 
rable that he aRcd. Now however at this time 'f can laugh as heartily at any defign of a. 
Maſſacre from the P-pitts, a5 any one + yet on the other fide 1 muſt 2ffirm, that had not this 
Ptort been difcover'd, notning w: 5 WOTC fealible : when the Kivg had been dcſtroy'd, and 2 
Popiſh Succetior fo etizblifh*d, that £1) had been Traytors wo oppoted him ; when all Officcs 
of T.uft were put into ine hangs of Pupifts, as Hull was then in che hands of the Lord Bellafis, 
@c, when all the Commonalty of E-gl 1nd were {by that Statute for the Preſerving of :he Game ) 
diſarm'd, and not left {9 mach 2s a Muzquet or P >ck-tePilto!, for tear of killing a Popiſh Bird ; 
whe,n we has a merccoary Army on toot. ready rais'd and | awd with Popiſh Officers, to have 
joyn d that Party at an hours warning ; when the French was ready to have aililied them wirh 
Men, Money, and Amowarunition, | being trough thcir contrivance at Peace with all the reſt of 
the World ; when at the me time the Spaniards (under the name of Pilgrims) had deſign d 
to Land amongſt us 12 or 14000 men, which is attcied by a Captain who was on board their 
Fleet, before: they were diipurs a by ill wearher 3 when all our own Ships had been beltow*d 
upon Popiſh Commanders; whca all our ſtrong Ferts ard Militia had been under the con- 
duct 5i Popith Officers 3 when at the ſame time our City had been Fired, and every man taking 
care of his gwn particular concern, fo that none were left to mind the publick ; when you 
migit have fearch'd twenty H, zulcs, befo.e you met with one that had more Arrns in it, than 
ſome old ruſty Gun os Fg, 14 4 car perhaps without either Flint, TOs, or Bullet : when 
2;l theſe things concurr'd together, as they did at the tirne of the P'ots diſcovery, you muſt 
needs conf<ls, That wah hay it in their Power toa& Maſlacres, or any Rther Villanies they 
pleas'd. But now, Sr, ble. d Þ:; God the gzens is chang'd, and however it is to be fear'd that 
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Recziv'd yours of the 2otn. inſtant, wherein I perceive ſornc difaffeAted Perſon hath been 
labouring with you, to give you an evil Character of this preſent Parliament ; as alſo 
to occaFon In you {Gme J.aloviie concerning the Truth of this Plot, by reafon of the de- 

pendance you lay it hath upon two fingle perſons Evidence viz. Mr. Oates, and Mr. Bedlow : 
Therefore fince you are plcas'd to condeſcend f7 far as to rclic upon my poor Judgment, and 
detire my Opinioa in the matter, I ſhall to the _ of my power preſent you with the ſtage 
of the Caſc. 

Tae many and great Advantegrs that of late years have accrued to the Popiſh Party, from 
the ſacceſs of the French Arms abrocd, ( whereby they hoped in time of need to be affiſted 
here at home) tirft embolJdned them to undertake this Dchgn, which was then on ſoot of ſubs 
verting ourReligion 2nd Government. This made them deſpiſe and wiſh ill co the Emperor, 
and King of Spain, became ( thovgh they were no | is Catholick than the other ) they were 
not ſo read y at havd, nor fo necefſary for the carry* 'ag on of their Delign, as would be Lewis 
the 14th. it he proved {accelsful : wherefors nothing could be i!l, nothing could be diſhonou- 


rable that he ated. Now however at this time 1 can laugh as heartily at any defign of a 


Miſlacre froin the P-pilis, a5 any one 4 yet on the other fide 1 muſt affirm, that had not this 
Plot been difcover'd, nothing wzs wore feaſible : when the King had been deftroy'd, and a 
Popith Succetior fo ciizbliſh*d, that 21] had been Traytors who oppoled him ; when all Oficcs 
of T-uſt were put into ine hands of Vapilts, as Hull was then in the hands of the Lord Bel/2fts, 
@c. when all the Commonalty of Egl and were {by that Statute for the Preſerving of che Game ) 
diſarm'd, and not left fo mach 25 a Mutquer or Þ 5ck-tePilio!, for tear of killing a Popiſh Bird ; 

whe,n we had a merccoary Army on toot, ready rais'd and a1d with Popiſh Officers, to have 
joyn d that Party at an hour warnings whin the French was ready to have allilied them with 


ten, Money, and Ammunitior n, being craugh tacir contrivance at Peace with all the reſt of 
che World ; when at the ime time the Spaniards (under the name of Pilgrims) had defign d 


to Land amongſt us 12 0r.1.4000 men, which is 2ttcited by a Captain who was on board their 
Fleet, before: they were diipurs i by ill} weather 5 when all our own Ships had been beſtow?®d 
upon Popiſh Commanders; whca all our RY Fay ard Militia had been under the con- 
dud 5 Popith Officers 3 when at the ſame time our ity had been Fired, and every man taking 
care of his gwn particular concern, fo that none were left to mind the publick; when you 
mig.'1t have learcl'd twenty j H, zulcs, befo.e you met with one that had more Arms in it, than 
ſome old ruſty Gun or FP: G, ww 4 cat perhaps without either Flint, Powder, or Bullet : when 
2;l theſe things concurs de * getter, as they did at the tirne of the P'ots diſcovery, you muſt 
needs conf<{s, That they had *t in their Power to a Maſſacres, or any ther Villanies they 
pleas'd. But now, Sit, ble. a b: G 2d the $:enz is chang'd, and however it is to be fear'd that 
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their wicked Engines are ſtill at work, yet I cannot but hope the beff, tince this prodigious 
Diſcovery. For having obſerved the miraculous Providence of Almighty God, who in the 
midſt of theſe our Troubles hath raiſcd us up fuch a Parliament, whoſe Wiſdom is ſufficient to 
ſearch into the moſt intricate deſigns of our'Encmies, wheſe Religion prevails above the $u- 
perſtition of our Adverſarics, whoſe Courage flights their Godferizing Tencnts, and whoſe 
Wealth and Fortunes are ſufficient to contemn all Indirect Bribes or Pcntiuns, knowing no 
other Service but that.of the Publick. Having likewitc oblerv'd the ſtupendious love and care 
which the great Creator hath had for our prot:ction, in his wonderful Diſcovery of this fo 
gencral and ſo damnablea Plot 3 how he hrit rais'd up Mr. Oates, to be an Inſtrument of their 
detection; whoſe fingle Evidence being cenſured for want of a ſecond, how (according to 
that old ſaying, Ones Jupiter vult perdere,bos prixs dementat )God ſo blinded that Fopith Party, as 
to ſuffer them to,commit that execrable Murder upon that werthy Magiſtrate Sir Edmpydbury 
Godfrey, who as he had made the Plot knowmn'in his Life, fo did he make it be bcliev'd. by his 
Death : After this, how the Almighty rais'd up Mr. Bedlow, who by his Teſtimony did not 
only diſcover the atorcfaid horrid Murder, but alfo in the main confirm?d the former Evidence 
of Mr, Oates : And ther. when theif Evidence grew foinething cold, and to be ccnfurcd for 
their refle&ions upou fome Great Perſons, how he likewiſe rais'd up firſt Mr. Praxce, next 
Mr. Dugdale, and: then: Mr. Everard, together with divers Letters and Writings, which did 
not only confirm the former Evidence; but were of tnemſcv=s ſufficient to prove the verity of 
this Plot, meerly by Circumlitances, admitting Mr. Gates and Mr, Bedlow to be as great Lyars 
as the Papiſts report them to bc. Having thus theretore obſerv*d ſuch a Chain of Providence 
link'd in our defence, I cannot but recite upon it, 2nd hope that the Storm may iight more 
heavy upon our Enemies, than our ſelves. How: ver, it any amon#{lt us have betray'd us into 
ruine, when ie comes, I am ſure for our parts we ſhall have the fam fatistaction which A#fop's 
little Fiſhes had, who being purſucd to thoar by the great ones, whzn the little ones lay broil- 
Ing in the Sun, and juti bctore they gave up the Gholt, thcy had che pleaſure to behold thoſe 
grcat Fiſh (who had brought them iato that ruine; to lie broiling as well as the:nſelves; 
And this, Sir, is what I have to inform you oi conccrniag the Plot, 


But now concerning our True Engliſk Parliament, &s cvcry Engliſh-man is repreſented by 
them, ſo ought every Engli/-man to jultitic their Proceedings 3 he thar refics upon them, 
zefle&s upon you, me, and every onez whereas he that vindicates them, vindicates himſelf. 
Thercfore in right of the People who choſe them, give me leave to juliific their Proc2:dings 
unto you, againſt all ſuch ObjeGions as their enemics have ſuggeited, 

Firſt then, The Papiſts ( whoſe only interclt it is to ſpeak againft them, and therefore all 
who do fo are ſuch ) have under the pretence of Friends and moderate Church of England. 
men, inveigh'd againſt the Proceedings of this Paritament, as too not and too raſh both againſt 
Thomas Earl of Danby, and Fames Duke of Tork; never confidering that a man cannot be too 
2calous in a good Cauſe, and now the Nation lycs at flake, Nox progredi eft regredi, to be 
lukewarm would be to countenance the Plot, What ! wouid they have Danby bani{h'd ? bid 
him take up his Bzd and walk? A pretty puniſhment for a man that is guilty of ſo many Crimes, 
that he wanted words to expreſs them by : You have ruin'd the Nation, couzen'd the King 
of ſo much Money. go 20 miles off and enjoy it ; it this be all, Englandis the cheapeſt Treaſon. 
Ordinary in the World. If he had robb'd a man upon the High- way of a Crown, (although 
to reſcue himſelf from Rarving) he had furcly dicd ; but now having committed ſo much 
greater Crimes, ir will be clcmency ( forſooth ) to pardon him : Parva ſcelera punirztur, 
magna in triumphis feruniur, As the Pirate ſaid to Alexander, Becauſe 1rob with but one Ship, 
T am a Rogae, a Pirate, and deſerve banging, but you that rob with a hundred are for ſo doing 
cal'd a great and galiant Prince. | 

In the next place, I will acquaint you ſomething concerning this Lord's Pardon, whereof 
I preſume you cannot but have heard. It is a Pardon that comprehends al} the Crimes that 
mankind could invent, although perhaps all little enough too for fo great a finner ; however 
this Pardon is the chief and only Plea he depends on, ſaying, it was granted him by the King, 
and therefore *tis good in Law. 

Here firſt, Although I deny not that it came from the King, yet every good St.bje hath 
great reaſon to bclieve that he never acquainted his Majeſty, either of what Crimes he was 
guilty, or what Crimes were comprehended in the Pardon, for we are all too well aſſured of 
his Majeſty's Juſtice, to believe he wonid have granted ſuch a Pardon wittingly : . Therefore 
this Pardon may rather be ſaid to have been ſtollen from the King, than granted by him; alſo 
its not palliag through all the Offices, ( which were appointed only to prevent ſuch Pardons 
as theſe ) ſhew in what an illegal and clandeſtine manner it was obtain'd. 
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But ſecondly, Admitting it did come from the King, yet is it at beſi but a diſputable thing 
whether it be therefore good ; I am ure ifit is good, the conſequences are evil; tince ifa Par- 
don ſtands good againfi ſuch an Impeachment in Parliament, what redreſs hath the Subjc& 
( notwithſtanding all his Magza Charta ) againſt any Courtier, who when he hath raviſh'd 
his Wife or murdred his Children, produces ſuch a Pazdon from his Maſter ? Is not the 
King in this caſe as abſolute as the great Turk, when he may ſend for our Heads in a black 
Box, fince *tis but pardoning the Mefſenger that tetches them ? 

Laſtly, As to the manner of his Trial, if any Perſon refl:&s upon the Commons Proceed- 
ings in that Matter, it-ſhews that he had not a true underlianding of their Reaſons, lince 
quitting the leaſt part of their Right, might p-rhaps have been a means of ſaving all the other 
five Lords in the Tower, as well as the Earl of Danby; And if the Spiritual Lords had-no 
Right to fit and Vote at his Trial, which 'tis not y<t proved they had, then the Commons 
had as much reaſon to oppole it, as one of us have realon to except againſt the Sons being on 
the Jury for the Father, from whom he hath receiv'd his whole Etfate. And this I hope may 
prove ſatisfactory to you in behalf of th- Commons, and may alio ſuthce in anſwer to ali rhoſe, 
who condemn them tor their Proce:dings agaiatt Thomas Earl of Danvy. 


The next rhing wherewith they are charg'd, is their Bill for the excluding of Fames Duke 
of Tork, as if it were not valy hard mecafurc to acciſe him without being heard, but alſo un- 
juſt to exclude the Heir to the Crown upon any account whativever, 

Firſt, That it 1s not hard meaſure to cxclude him without being heard is evident, for that 
ſeveral Letters from Cardinal) Howard, the Pope: Nunciocs, and other grand Papiſts, in An- 
(wer to what he had either {ent or caus'd to be fcat, ſhew him to be rhe Original of this Plot, 
both «gainſt the King's Perſon and Government, as it hath already becn vored in the Houſe 
of Commons, 

Secondly, For that his bcing a Roman Catholich, muſt of neceliity produce foe ill effects 
againft the Life of his mott Sacred Majeſty, ( whether he be conſenting thereanto or no ) tince 
nothing would fo highly advance the Popiſh Intereſt as the Duke's being King ; whercas if he 
were a Proteſtant, they could have no advantage by plucking down one Protettant to ſet up 
another, | 

Thirdly, A Prince doth not run ſo much hazard from any Perſon living as from his next 
{teir, whoſe Attainder ( if he kills him ) is immediately wiped off by the Crown. 

Here ſome may obje& and ſay, Why had it not been a better way to have proceeded by a Sum- 
mons and an Impeachment 2 

To which I anſwer, That the Parliament had too lately had experience what a tedious and 
d1Hicvlt way that of an Impeachment was, from the Proceedings againtt the Eariof Danby ; 
and if the Trial of a Treaſurcr was fo impeded, how much more unaccefhble would the next 
Heir to the Crown have been, where every one would ting a Placebo to the riting Sun, 

S:condly, Others will have it to be unjuſt to exclude the next Heir from the Crown upon 
any accourit whatſoever 3 but this 1 will prove to be contrary to the Law of Nature and Cu» 
{tom of all Nations, 

Firſt, That it is contrary tothe Law of Nature and Reaſon, to ſuppoſe that the King and 
Pzr:ament together cannot altcr the Succeſſion, is evident, ſince the Heir apparent may ſome- 
£1225 happen to bea Fool, a Mad-man, a Turk, a Heretick, or one deprived of his Senles,ftrom 
whom nothisg but publick roine could be expected, ſhould the Government be put into his 
11nd>: Which doth ſufficientiy prove, that propinquity of Birth or Blouod, without other cir- 
cumitances, is not alone ſuthcient to be preferr'd to a Crown, for that no Reaſon or Law, 
Reliyion, or Wiſdom in the Worid, can admit fuch Perſons to the guidance of a Common- 
wealth, from whom no good and nothing but defiruction can be expe@ed z Government be- 
ing in its primitive inltitutioa ordaind tor the benchit of the Publick, and not for its de- 
{iruCction, 

Secondly, That it is lawful tor King and Parliament to alter the Succefſion, is evident from 
the Law of all Nations : And hcre let us begin with the People of Iſrael, {1 Reg.8.) to whom, 
after God had grantcd the fame Government of Kings that other neighbouring Nations had, 
( and whoſe Kings did then rule by Succeftion as ours now do ) yet nevertheleſs God did at the 
very beginning and firli entrance of their Kings plainly thew, that though this Law of Succeffj- 
on by birth and propinquity ſhould for the mott part prevail, yet that it was not fo preciſely 
neceflary, but that upon jult Cauſes it night be alter*d: As for inftance, 'Aibeit he made Saw} 
a true and lawful King over the Jews, yet alter his death, (3d ſuffer d not any one of his ge- 
neration to ſucceed him, not withtianding he lett behind him many Caildren, and among 
others Iſboſheth, a Prince of 40 years of age, ( 2 Reg.1 and 21, ) whoin Azzer the General 
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Captain of that Nation follow 'd ſor a time as his lawty] Lord and Maſicr by Succeſſion, unti! 
God reproved hi:nfor it, and inouccd him to cleave unto Dovid newly cledted King, who.was 
: ſtranger by birth, and no 2 kin at all co rhe King deeeas'd. Now if any thall reply kere 
Thar God put by Sar! tor his lins, taar is no.Anſwerat all tous; tor we pretend not that a 
Prince who i5 next in blood, cau bc juſtly put by but for his own defects, Apain, Aft:r David 
was thus in vetted with the Crown, yet do we not find the Law of Succellzon to ho pcrtorard 
toany of his der Sons, nOT iO ay of ther ofi-fpring or deſcents,. but only to Soui-myz who 


was his younger and teath'Son, | 1 LL. 

Them xt exenple of this kind among the Iſraelites was that of. Prince, Rebuboam, lawtul Son 
and Hvirco King Sermon, who after tits Father's death, refuting tae; Peoples requeſt, to take 
off fom:© t1cavy Trmpotitions which were laid 'yupon them by his Fatker, they deni'd to admit 
him for their King, ( 3. Reg. 11.) but rather choſe one, Zeroboam, Rehaboam's Servant, that 
was a meer ſt-anger, and but at poor parentage, making kim their:King, aud God approved 
th-reof, as the Scripturc ta expreſs words doth teftifie: And when Rehoboam that took him< 
ſelf to be operly ivjurcd herehy, would by Arms have purſued his Title, and had gather'd tr 
gether an Arwy of an hundrcd and fourſcore thoutand choſen Soldiers, ( as good as any 
French Fanizarics ) to gunith thele Rebels, as he calls them, ( 5. Reg.12, 21.) God appcar'd 
unto one Semcizha holy man, and bade'him go to the Camp of Kcboboam, and tell then 
plainly, that he would not have them ftghy againſt their Brethren, who had choſen another 
lawful King, Now if Gud permitted aid allpw'd of this in his own Common- wealth, whi. h 
was to be the exaple and pattern of all others that ſhould enſue, no doubt but he approverh 
alſo th: ſaive in other Realms, viz. that thtrordinary Line of Succethon he alter'd, when jull 
occahons are offer'd, either tor his Service, .the good of the Pecple and Realm, or clſc tor the 
puniſhment of the Plots, tins, aud wickednefſcs of fome particular Princes, 

Having thus therefore thew?d yoa the molt aurnentick Pretidents and Authorities out of Scri- 
pture, I {hall for brevity fake ( as unwilling to turo an Epilite intoa Volume ) omit thoſe in- 
numersþlc other examples, which I could here produce out of all other Hiſtories and King. 
dons, as well ancient as modern, both trom Greece, Rowe, Spain, France, and other Coun- 
treys, land wi'! only touch upon Eagtand, and fo conclude this Peint. 

To begin then tirit with King Edward, who dying in the year 900. left behind him two 
Sons lawtuily begotten ofhis W:tc Edgins, Eamond and Etbelred, and a third illegitiinate Son, 
whoſe Name was Adelft.m, born of a Concubine 5 but yet focaſmuch as this baſe Son 1del- 
fan was clteem'd to be of more valour than cither of the other two, 2 was preferr'd to the 
Crown before them, although they were legitimate and be not, Polyd. bift. Ang. lib, 5. In 
fire, He that will conſider the pathing of the Crown of England, from the death of Edmond 
Tronfide, ( clder Son of King, Ethelred ) until the poſlethon thereof gotten by William Duke of 
Normendy, may eafily ſee, what Authority the Commonwealth hath in fuch Affairs, to alter 
Tits of Succefſi>o, according as publick neceffity ſhall require. Again, After the Conqueſt, 
we ſte the Conquerour's eldelt Son Robert Duke of Normandy ditinherited, and his two younger 
Brethren, TVili.m Riu, an Henry the Firit, preterr'd beluze him, Bat to conclude this 
Point, 1 aced rrow! you vaith no other Aryaments, to prove how ;uſtthable ſuch an exclu- 
on of the n-xt£ Hr 15 by our Laws, fac by the ( 13th. of Eliz. ) he is guilty of a premu- 
zare, Who athrms that the Ring ans Parliament together caunor alter the Succeſſion, 

his. Sir, is ail that I can fay ia the Mattcr, which if it may prove eff:Qual to convince 
you of your formic Error, of the Parliaments being too hot, you will then with me detire no- 
thing morc, than that they or e!1cip Ghoſts r'i2 again with the lame brave Spirits they left us, 
and 14\} upon the fame Subjedt, to wit, the Trizl of the Trairorsz ſo will. our Enemics get 
no advanitaec ty this Picrogitton, ſo will the French, the Pope aud the Devil, have juſt oc- 
cafi5n of rmouraing, when the couilu of toar Trizmeoirare isin fogrzat danger, This, Sir, is 
ail at preſent, from the Perſon 1G the Word that Ives and honours you mot. | 

Sirg 


Tour moſt bumble Sqrvant, 


F. P. 


